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Funky handcrafted
furniture mixes with
treasured antiques
from the Maritimes
and beyond to
create an eclectic,

cozy atmosphere

mcat: Come ower and sit a spell. An
arrlagiee pirse table and a Bult-n benck
loaded with pillews sewn from vintage
fabeics ouifit the breakfast nook. An old
induritrial ice-cube tray gels new life

a5 a candle bolder

orposmE maGE: Taking advantage of the late
afternoon light—and her daughter
Hanmzh's rap—Sappho Griffin owds up on
a 1940 chesterfield resoued from a jumk
thop ardl recovered with Tiited shpoovers
The livimg reom has the feel of going
below deck on a wooden yacht, with bead-

baard panelng on e valls and ceiling.
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isfthe new big

owver the back door of Sappho Griffin and Andrew Scarzomski’s home in Bedford, Mova Scotia
I’s the surname of a former owner bur it also speaks 1w what is current owners value—things
handcrafted and mellowed by generations of wse.

A perfect example is the “linle people’s cupboard.” which stands in the sunlit front hall. Made
by Ukrainian Mennonires and painted bright red and green—though it's now flaked and faded—
the premy cabiner would have added a dash of colour o a dack, low-ceilinged sod hut on the
Saskearchewan praifie. Intended 1o dii-l'lll_l.' i-:'lm.'}' dizhes and other treasures, ic now halds bird-warch-
ing p.lraphumuliu. such as binoculass and l:,ufd-ul:lu-cllu. where they're handy to identify the feathered
friends who visit the crab apple tree just beyond the window.

Cariffin adenires the -:‘]-E‘E."II:'II lines, cheerful colowrs, sturdiness and sheer practicalicy of the cup-
biaard. These are the acsthetics she hl’ir'lE;.'. to her own work a5 2 furniture designer inspired by
Canadas pionecer past. In e couples charming circa-18%90s home, furniture of her own design
srands beside AMLigues from the Prairies, Quebec and the Maritimes. With their rubbed finishes and
dashes of folk-art decoration, -mlul:r a seasoned eye can tell the old from the new. Bus open them up
and moslern conveniences such as pocket doors that tuck out of the way, a pullous pivar for 2 TV

I'I"" FITTING THAT “"HAND™ 15 SPELLEDY ©UT IN RED CAPITAL LETTERS 0N A STAINED-GLASS WINDOW

and DV shelves and drawers on smoath gliders give Griffin's work away.

“T'en wery antracted 1o things made by hand—the unusual, the ane-of-a-kind.” says niffin, whose
furniture is also on display in HenHouse, the shop she co-owns with Dienise Couleer in Halifax's funky
Hydrostone neighborhood. As she ealks, her Engen caress the wood of the 200-vear-old cupboard,
Eracing its grooves and notches. Mo douba their two-year-old daughter Hannah has added a few nicks
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LEFT: AN antique finen cabinet from Satkatchewan
provides a focal paint in the upstairs hallway and
displays Vintage MoCay pottery,

riGHE: Whimsicad touches are everywhere—in the
kitchen it's the doggy sculpture made of recycled
metal on a windowsill A toolbox on the black
coftrete counleriop gives the cook ready acoess to
kitchen impdements. Metal sodlpture by kean Pierre

Schoss of Dog Bite Steel in Usbridge, Ontarks,

of her own. Bur that's okay two. “Some people
are very particular abour che pedigree of a picce
but I'm more interested in design and chasacter,
how it speaks 10 me,” she says. “The stories it
tells, Oh, and how it funciions wo.”

When the couple moved from the West to
the Easr Coast five years ago, Griffin drew up
plans for the kind of house she wanted, Bur
there was no reason to build once Staromski
spoed the lizting on the Interner for their two-
storey, 1, 3M-square-foor house, [Small grans-
lates 10 cozy in real-cstare lingo) The
centre-hall |;|:|.1;r|_||; and glonious windows were
on the wish list. The bountiful perennial garden
and views of Halifax Harbour from second-
storey windows were bonuses. Perched on the
brow of a hill, the house is located in a neigh-
bourhood of other cenmury-old homes, mower-
ing troes and quiet lanes. “Sappho designed our
dream houwse and it's scrually very close to this,”
says Sraremoski, a pi:r'chnrai.:in_ “It’s uncanny, ™

Inside, the house has the feeling of going
below deck on a wooden vache, with bead-
board on the walls and ceilings. A light, neurral
palette and the clean, straight lines of the wood
paneling provide the backdrop for Griffin's
sasy-going style: mixing up old and new, the
Familiar and exoric.

In the living room, a solid 1940s chester-
field and two I'ﬂqll{llui:ug chairs in firted n|u:.|j|_:|
slipeovers are the ultimare in comforr, predat-
ing shabby chic by a few decades, They beckon
yoalL to |1ri.n_[_', Your book—ar watch the hl‘.rl'kn
game—while resting your legs on the coffee
table; it's a cheerful piece made in India with
squat, bulbous legs and carvings of far daisies.
Within view of the chesterfield is a |.1r11:
armodre of Griffins own design. Carved with
St Andrew’s cross, the double doors open o
expose the television and stereo. A huge framed
rirror set avop the r'i1qan]=|.':' mantle adds space
in the room,

A small house doesnt necessarily require
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asove: Old and mew reb efbows in thiz 1800 Bediord hame. bn the breakfast mook, the pine
harvest fabde Bas teen a fevs gemerabiond of humgry folk, whibe the islaad in the kitchen i1 one
of Griffin's cem designs. Pass-throagh dravwers are accessible on bath sides. Cork tile floar
Taytor Flooring. Lantern, Rendvators Resoance

EiGHT: Splathes of cobour ke the red pamit on the oolfes tabde—stand outl against the
newtral backdrop of the living room. TV armoire, Benhouse. Fitted slipoower on 159405 chair by
Charlote Robles, Mahone Bay. Paint coloar “Musin,” Benjamin Moore.

EELOWE 11 may book oM But it st Gritfin gave ithe dish cuplsoard in the breakiast nook &

distressed black finish and paimted it with traditional falk-art maotifs, The porcelain knabs are

fram India and swailable 8t Benhoute

&
)

small furnishings, Each room has a bold focal poine,
from the towering black dish cupboard in the breakfast
nook i the butcher block island and massive lantern
that hangs over it in the kicchen. Upsairs, in cthe mas-
ter bedroom, a lacy vintage screen from India carches
the eve, mcked behind a resvored casyiron bed. And yer
there’s still room for a large pine armoire and a quirky
painted cupboard from Saskarchewan with lopsided
drawers and mismarched handles. “Small definicely
offers a decorating challenpe,” muses Griffin, “And |
lewe 'I_-jl_-| Fli'!'u"-- Bast if you set the sage with mewcral
\‘-'.1”1. ]1I|_'||.'I L'l,'ilill!_'ﬁ. .1I1|,| Il'lrg |||‘. Ii!_[lll. i| SOCINE IO 1.l.llr|\,_
We have a kot of furnicure in this house bur 1 sl find

+,

L

it oo feel spacious.” W
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WHEN IT COMES
TO COMFORT, WE'VE GOT
YOUR BACK.

WELL, TECHNICALLY,
YOUR LUMBAR.

DMLY LA-Z-BOY" RECLINERS HAVE
THE COMEBINATION OF:

1+ v pobented Lo-Z-Boy
fecining machonsm
2 sironpis! irame ConSmICTon
3+ total body and lurmbor support
4+ the rmost rechning postions

Theat's wiy Aty LO-£-80y Son
clabvar The superor comfort that's
SYTCTTTIOUS with our ndarme. W Just
goes to show...all recliners are
not created agual.

L Agle O Y

Tha naw loak af eemiort
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spove: Sweel dreams ane made of this: an antique casi-
iron bed bs book-ended by a pair of old tables; the beft
one from Mova Scotia’s South Skore, the right cne from
Satkatchewan. The bed's lacy look is complemented by
the 19605 wooden fretwork screéen (rom ndea

Lo Visitors are welcomed by the word “hand” etched
n the taux stalmed-glass transom over the back door.
sELOW: Anbiques aren't 100 précious 1o precous tag
year-old Hannah. Her pretty bedroom is largaly furnidhed
with antiques, including the ebegant chair thit mom aed
daughter share; it used 1o sit at the Halifax Club. The
pine cupboard with star modil Is from Quebec; the pine

tabile from Saskatchewan & of Douldhobor crsgin.




